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Bengaluru, April 9: Dejected at not being able to sell his arl?éiaﬁ%_
due to the lockdown in force to combat the spread of COVl[I%-J 9[,6&_
farmer in Karntaka's Tumakuru district committed suigid&®idey
Thursday, police said. According to police, Gangadhgyrrffdfbmer-
hanged himself from a tree in his farm in Devarahalli goStietsnit
Taluk of Tumakuru. suicglgeide:

‘Due to the lockdown, he had incurred huge loss as he_wlg]s_

arncgaiatc
unable to sell his crop," a police officer in Tavarekere 6pollce

: z station told 'PTI' on condition of anonymity. The farmer had debt
Representational Image (Photo Credits: File Image) to the tune of Rs 4.4 lakh towards banks as well as local money
lenders. Click here to follow LIVE updates on Coronavirus Outbreak. Coronavirus Live Tracker Map.

(https://www.latestly.com/coronavirus-live-map-india-news-updates/)

According to the police official, the farmer had recently dug two new borewells after the two other borewells dried up. Due to the
summer, the new borewells too gave way, leaving the farmer in lurch. Somehow, he could manage to save the crop but due to the

recent restrictions, he could not find any buyers, the police added.

"He had hopes that he would overcome the financial problems by selling the crop but that did not happen," the police official added.

The Shira MLA Sathyanarayana who visited the spot came under sharp criticism for his alleged insensitive photo- op.

The pictures that have gone viral show the MLA posing in front of the body hanging from the tree. When contacted,
Sathyanarayana told 'PTI', "He (Gangadhar) is my voter and a dedicated social activist, so | had to go there. Why should | be

blamed if someone takes photo?" When Will Coronavirus End in India? This Graph Shows Importance of Lockdown and Forecast
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The MLA also said the photo was not taken from his mobile phone but by someone else. "l travelled all the way from Tumakuru
after learning about the incident. | spent substantial time there as | did not see any police or district officers reaching there. | had to

be there till the body was removed from the tree," Sathyanarayana added.
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