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Omar Rashid

He stepped out during lockdown period to buy domestic items, says father.

Rizwan Ahmed, 22, a daily wage worker, died in U.P.’s Ambedkar Nagar district on Saturday three
days after he was allegedly thrashed by police when he stepped out during the lockdown period.

Also read | Coronavirus India lockdown Day 25 updates

In his police complaint, Rizwan’s father Israil said he had stepped out in the Chajjapur locality of
Tanda town in Ambedkar Nagar to buy domestic items on April 15 at around 4 p.m. According to a
relative, he went to buy biscuits as he was hungry.

Also read | Interactive map of COVID-19 cases in India and State-wise break up

When Rizwan reached the local post-office, he was intercepted by a woman inspector and some
constables, said Mr. Israil.

The police got down from their vehicle and “beat him with lathis,” said Mr. Israil, adding that
Rizwan was badly injured.

Also read | Lockdown extended till May 3, says PM Modi

An inconsolable Mr. Israil told reporters that when Rizwan had come back home, his body was
blue with injury marks.

Afraid of the police and the lockdown, the family treated Rizwan with ‘desi’ remedy at home. Since
his condition did not improve, they shifted him to a hospital in Asopur but doctors there referred
him to the district hospital where he died at 2 a.m., said Mr. Israil.

Avanish Kumar Mishra, Addl. SP, said the allegations against the police were being probed.

“After the post mortem is done and on the inspection of the CCTV footage, the allegations made by
the family will be investigated and action taken,” Mr. Mishra said.
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The post mortem report is yet to be released.
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A letter from the Editor
Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have a
request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.
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