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Even though his family said that there was no food in the house, the district
administration refused to acknowledge the lack of ration as a cause for death.
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Patna: A middle-aged chaiwalla (tea-seller) in Bihar, who was facing �nancial crunch after his road side tea

shop was shut during lockdown, has allegedly committed suicide by hanging from a ceiling fan. This is �rst

such case reported during lockdown in Bihar.

Mahesh Ram, 45, a resident of ward no 32 under Kawaiya Police Station in Lakhisarai district, allegedly

ended his life two days ago as he was depressed after his tea shop was shut. He was under tremendous

pressure to manage his family of nine members after losing his only source of livelihood.
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Also read: COVID-19:

Poorest of Poor Roaming
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The father of seven children used to run a tea shop at Pasia tola near Chowk in Lakhisarai. His wife told local

police o�cials that he committed suicide after failing to manage food for his family.

"His shop was the only source of income and his livelihood. With lockdown, he was forced to shut this shop

and his daily earning came to an end. Ram was certainly facing �nancial crunch and was mentally disturbed

for the last ten days, there is no doubt about it,” Neeraj Kumar, son of a local ward member, said.

Shankar (name changed), a neighbour of Ram, said that his family was facing a starvation-like situation due

to the lack of daily earning since the lockdown. “One can understand the situation of Ram’s family. No food

was cooked on last Friday, a day before he committed suicide. He was helpless after he failed to manage

food grains to cook. He appeared very restless on Friday night and reportedly ended his life soon,” Shankar

said.

 

Another neighbour Kamlesh

(name changed) said Ram

was in deep trouble as he

wasn’t able to earn a single

penny. His family members

had requested money to buy

essential items from

Kamlesh but he had nothing

to o�er them which had led

to a dispute within the

family.

Lakhisarai district

administration are busy in

downplaying the incident,

saying he and his family

members were not facing starvation. “There may be several reasons behind Ram committing suicide. He did

not died of starvation. His death was not connected to hunger or starvation during lockdown. Whether he

was facing �nancial crunch or under mental stress after his tea shop was shut during lockdown, everything

will be clear once I get an inquiry report in this case. Today (April 13), I will get an enquiry report and then i

will say the exact cause that was behind his suicide,” Lakhisarai District Magistrate Shobhendra Choudhary

told NewsClick on Monday.
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But Choudhary admitted that poor people including all those having small businesses or working to earn

daily, have been hard hit during lockdown. But, he added that the government is helping them.

Kawaiya PS o�cer in-charge SHO Rajeev Kumar said it is not possible for him to say anything in this regard

as Ram’s postmortem report has not come yet. He also said that the Sub Divisional O�cer and Sub-

divisional Police O�cer would be more competent authorities to comment on the matter. However, he

refused to say anything on being questioned about the body being recovered by the police station under his

charge.

Meanwhile, sadar SDO Murli Prasad Singh has denied that Ram committed suicide due to lack of food grains

in his house. “He ended his life after heated exchange of words over some dispute with his son. This factor

has come to our notice but not certain about it. Prima facie it appears that Ram had committed suicide owing

to a family dispute,” he said.

Also read: COVID-19: Bihar’s Primary Health Care Remains in a Shoddy State

(https://www.newsclick.in/COVID-19-bihar-primary-health-care-remains-shoddy-state)

Singh said Ram was an Antyodaya card holder and received 35 kg food grains in March from the local PDS

shop. “We have provided food grains including rice, pulses, �our, potato to the Ram’s family,” he told

NewsClick.

According to the local police, DM Choudhary has directed SDI Singh and DSP Ranja Kumar to conduct an

enquiry and submit the report in this regard.

Reportedly, hundreds of thousands of poor people are yet to get free rations, as announced by the Chief

Minister Nitish Kumar 20 days ago when the lockdown was announced by him. The Bihar government had

imposed lockdown from March 22 midnight, a day ahead of the 21 day countrywide lockdown to combat

COVID 19 was announced by Prime Minister Modi.

Fear of hunger and uncertainty among the poor are growing in the state as reports pour from across the

state. The likely bene�ciaries of the relief package announced by the government are already facing

hardship, as they have no source of livelihood as everything is shut now.

As per the government’s announcement, all ration card holders would be provided free food grains,

including 5 kg rice and 1 kg pulses for the next three months in view of lockdown.

However, reportedly a major chunk of the ration card holders are yet to receive it. There are about 1.68

crore ration card holders in Bihar.

(/)

 

INTERACTIVE COVID MAP (https://covid.newsclick.in/)

https://www.newsclick.in/COVID-19-bihar-primary-health-care-remains-shoddy-state
https://www.newsclick.in/
https://covid.newsclick.in/


5/29/2020 COVID-19 Lockdown: Bihar Tea-seller Ends Life, Family Alleges Financial Crunch | NewsClick

https://www.newsclick.in/COVID-19-lockdown-bihar-tea-seller-ends-life-family-alleges-financial-crunch 4/7

After the sudden lockdown, nearly 1.8 lakh migrant workers, as per o�cial estimates, returned to the state.

Uno�cial �gures doing the rounds say more than 2 lakh migrant workers returned to Bihar after March 22.

Most of them have to search for work to earn a livelihood.

Till Tuesday, there were 64 COVID-19 positive cases in Bihar, with one person dead. So far, the state has

tested 3,037 samples, a number far less when compared to its huge population.

 

COVID 19 Relief (/articles/COVID 19 Relief)  

COVID 19 Deaths (/articles/COVID 19 Deaths)  

COVID 19 Lockdown (/articles/COVID 19 Lockdown)

COVID Deaths in Bihar (/articles/COVID Deaths in Bihar)  

Hunger Deaths in Bihar (/articles/Hunger Deaths in Bihar)  

Lack of COVID Relief in Bihar (/articles/Lack of COVID Relief in Bihar)  

Ration Problem in Bihar (/articles/Ration Problem in Bihar)  

Bihar Government (/articles/Bihar Government)  

Nitish Kumar (/articles/Nitish Kumar)

Get the latest reports & analysis with people's perspective on Protests, movements &
deep analytical videos, discussions of the current a�airs in your Telegram app.
(https://t.me/newsclick)

Subscribe to NewsClick's Telegram channel & get Real-Time updates on stories, as they
get published on our website. (https://t.me/newsclick)

RELATED STORIES

Slipshod Handling of Lockdown: Panic Response of Modi Regime (/Slipshod-
Handling-Lockdown-Panic-Response-Modi-Regime)

Delhi University: Over 45,000 Students Reject Online Exams, Claims DUTA
(/Delhi-University-Students-Reject-Online-Examinations-DUTA-Survey-
Referendum)

COVID-19 Lockdown: HP Tourism Struggling for a Breather (/COVID-19-Lockdown-
Himachal-Pradesh-Tourism-Struggling-Breather)

(/)

 

INTERACTIVE COVID MAP (https://covid.newsclick.in/)

https://www.newsclick.in/articles/COVID%2019%20Relief
https://www.newsclick.in/articles/COVID%2019%20Deaths
https://www.newsclick.in/articles/COVID%2019%20Lockdown
https://www.newsclick.in/articles/COVID%20Deaths%20in%20Bihar
https://www.newsclick.in/articles/Hunger%20Deaths%20in%20Bihar
https://www.newsclick.in/articles/Lack%20of%20COVID%20Relief%20in%20Bihar
https://www.newsclick.in/articles/Ration%20Problem%20in%20Bihar
https://www.newsclick.in/articles/Bihar%20Government
https://www.newsclick.in/articles/Nitish%20Kumar
https://t.me/newsclick
https://t.me/newsclick
https://www.newsclick.in/Slipshod-Handling-Lockdown-Panic-Response-Modi-Regime
https://www.newsclick.in/Delhi-University-Students-Reject-Online-Examinations-DUTA-Survey-Referendum
https://www.newsclick.in/COVID-19-Lockdown-Himachal-Pradesh-Tourism-Struggling-Breather
https://www.newsclick.in/Slipshod-Handling-Lockdown-Panic-Response-Modi-Regime
https://www.newsclick.in/Delhi-University-Students-Reject-Online-Examinations-DUTA-Survey-Referendum
https://www.newsclick.in/COVID-19-Lockdown-Himachal-Pradesh-Tourism-Struggling-Breather
https://www.newsclick.in/
https://covid.newsclick.in/


5/29/2020 COVID-19 Lockdown: Bihar Tea-seller Ends Life, Family Alleges Financial Crunch | NewsClick

https://www.newsclick.in/COVID-19-lockdown-bihar-tea-seller-ends-life-family-alleges-financial-crunch 5/7

Maharashtra: Delays in Procurement, Reduced Rates Leave Cotton Farmers
Rattled (/COVID-19-Lockdown-Maharashtra-Cotton-Procurement-Delay-MSP-
Farmers-Su�er)

DU Online Exams: Surveys Reject Feasibility, Sociology Dept Suggests Alternative
Formula (/DU-online-exams-surveys-reject-reasibility-sociology-dept-suggests-
alternative-formula)

Over Dozen Homes Burned, More Looted During Nawakadal Encounter, Allege
Residents (/over-dozen-homes-burned-looted-nawakadal-encounter-residents)

Struggling to Cope with In�ux of Migrant Workers, MGNREGA is Bihar’s Only Way
Out (/Struggling-Cope-In�ux-Migrant-Workers-MGNREGA-Bihar-Only-Out)

J&K: Political Parties Oppose New Domicile Rules, Flag Demographic Fears
(/J%26K-Political-Parties-Oppose-Domicile-Rules-Flag-Demographic-Fears)

IOA and Ministry’s Quid Pro Quo Games An Embarrassment for Indian Sport
(/ioa-and-ministrys-quid-pro-quo-games-embarrassment-indian-sport)

COVID-19: As Cases Rise, Bihar struggles to Scale Up Testing Rate (/Bihar-Nitish-
Kumar-Govt-COVID-19-Testing-rate-PPE)

Related Stories

Mohd. Imran Khan

Angry Migrant Workers Throw Away ‘Poor Quality’ Food in Bihar Quarantine
Centre (/Bihar-COVID-19-Quarantine-Centre-Angry-Migrant-Workers-Throw-
Poor-Quality-Food)
29 May 2020
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