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Craving alcohol amid lockdown,
two TN men die after drinking
aftershave mixed with soda
Despite treatment, Hasan Mydeen and Arunpandian died in the hospital while Anwar
Raja was battling for life.
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By Express News Service

PUDUKKOTTAI: Two men died after consuming aftershave lotion mixed with soda

as an alternative for liquor at the fishing hamlet of Kottaipattinam in Pudukkottai

district on Friday night.

Arunpandian, 27, a native of Peikarumbu in Ramanathapuram, was a fisherman

staying at Kottaipattinam. Anwar Raja, 33, and Hasan Mydeen, 35, of

Kottaipattinam were his friends.

As TASMAC shops were shut for the past 11 days due to the ongoing lockdown, they

had a craving for liquor or a substitute for it.

They came to know from somewhere that aftershave lotion could be a substitute for

alcohol. Hence, they mixed it with soda and drank it.

They immediately developed nausea and fainted. Neighbours took them to

Manamelkudi government hospital after arranging an ambulance.

CLICK HERE TO FOLLOW CORONAVIRUS LIVE UPDATES

Despite treatment, Hasan Mydeen and Arunpandian died in the hospital while

Anwar Raja was battling for life.

For representational purposes (Express Illustrations)
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Raja had been shifted to Aranthangi government hospital for treatment.

Kottaipattinam police registered a case and began an investigation into the tragedy.

Meanwhile, alcoholics unable to contain their cravings have been making attempts

to break into TASMAC outlets. Already, a few cases were reported in Tiruchy and

neighbouring districts.

Moreover, there are also reports of some people trying their hand at brewing hooch

in interior areas.

Such incidents have been on the rise following the closure of TASMAC shops for

more than 10 days because the stocks that had been piled up have run out.

For several days after the closing down of TASMAC shops, liquor was available in

the black market at higher prices. “Now those who were selling liquor bottles in

black also ran out of stock at many places. The person from whom I purchased in

the initial days of curfew has no stock,” said an alcoholic in Tiruchy.

Since many alcoholics tend to exhibit withdrawal symptoms, mental health doctors,

both government and private, have started receiving inquiries.

Karthik Deivanayam, Pudukkottai Mental Health Officer, said that they had started

receiving patients for withdrawal symptoms like restlessness, palpitation, anxiety,

anger outburst, irritability, sleep disturbances, mood swing and hand tremors.

He said those dependent on alcohol might resort to alternative risky behaviour

when they could not find liquor and this could be addressed through proper

scientific treatment.

He further said, “I just want to emphasis on two points. First, treatment for

withdrawal symptoms is available in all the PHCs and GHs. Second, we have

ensured that adequate drugs are available there for the patients free of cost. So, the

persons who are suffering from these symptoms should not go for substitutes to get

high, which is dangerous. They can approach the government medical institutions

for remedy.”

Stay up to date on all the latest Tamil Nadu news with The New Indian Express App. Download

now

Cases 165799

Deaths 4706

Recovered 71106

LATEST UPDATES

COVID 19 

India

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.newindianexpress.news
https://www.newindianexpress.com/live/2020/may/28/covid-19-live--railways-asks-passengers-with-comorbidities-not-to-travel-two-floors-of-parliament-an-2149056.html


5/29/2020 Craving alcohol amid lockdown, two TN men die after drinking aftershave mixed with soda- The New Indian Express

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/apr/04/craving-alcohol-amid-lockdown-two-tn-men-die-after-drinking-af… 4/9

TAGS Pudukkottai Tamil Nadu Alcohol Lockdown Alcoholic

Coronavirus

Sachin Pilot: Not enough was done by Delhi to help states fight Coronavirus

2.4 lakh people sent home in 196 trains from Delhi: Manish Sisodia Cases 165799

Deaths 4706

Recovered 71106

LATEST UPDATES

COVID 19 

India

https://www.newindianexpress.com/topic/Pudukkottai
https://www.newindianexpress.com/topic/Tamil_Nadu
https://www.newindianexpress.com/topic/Alcohol
https://www.newindianexpress.com/topic/Lockdown
https://www.newindianexpress.com/topic/Alcoholic
https://www.newindianexpress.com/coronavirus
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-nation/2020/may/28/sachin-pilot-not-enough-was-done-by-delhi-to-help-states-fight-coronavirus-108479.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-nation/2020/may/28/sachin-pilot-not-enough-was-done-by-delhi-to-help-states-fight-coronavirus-108479.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-nation/2020/may/28/24-lakh-people-sent-home-in-196-trains-from-delhi-manish-sisodia-108478.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-nation/2020/may/28/24-lakh-people-sent-home-in-196-trains-from-delhi-manish-sisodia-108478.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/live/2020/may/28/covid-19-live--railways-asks-passengers-with-comorbidities-not-to-travel-two-floors-of-parliament-an-2149056.html


5/29/2020 Craving alcohol amid lockdown, two TN men die after drinking aftershave mixed with soda- The New Indian Express

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/apr/04/craving-alcohol-amid-lockdown-two-tn-men-die-after-drinking-af… 5/9

This is how getting a haircut post COVID-19 lockdown looks like

Southern Railways headquarters in Chennai shut as staff tests positive for COVID-19

Comments Cases 165799

Deaths 4706

Recovered 71106

LATEST UPDATES

COVID 19 

India

https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-nation/2020/may/28/salons-have-put-your-safety-first-this-is-how-getting-a-haircut-post-covid-19-lockdown-looks-like-108477.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-nation/2020/may/28/salons-have-put-your-safety-first-this-is-how-getting-a-haircut-post-covid-19-lockdown-looks-like-108477.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-nation/2020/may/28/southern-railways-headquarters-in-chennai-shut-as-staff-tests-positive-for-covid-19-108475.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-nation/2020/may/28/southern-railways-headquarters-in-chennai-shut-as-staff-tests-positive-for-covid-19-108475.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/live/2020/may/28/covid-19-live--railways-asks-passengers-with-comorbidities-not-to-travel-two-floors-of-parliament-an-2149056.html


5/29/2020 Craving alcohol amid lockdown, two TN men die after drinking aftershave mixed with soda- The New Indian Express

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/apr/04/craving-alcohol-amid-lockdown-two-tn-men-die-after-drinking-af… 6/9

Write a comment...

Name Email Post

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Latest
Centre likely to retain limited role and allow states have more say after Lockdown 4.0

COVID-19 deaths per million in Mumbai, Ahmedabad more than 25 times the national average

DD News shifts operations to Khelgaon after employee tests positive for COVID-19
posthumously

Cases 165799

Deaths 4706

Recovered 71106

LATEST UPDATES

COVID 19 

India

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/may/29/centre-likely-to-retain-limited-role-and-allow-states-have-more-say-after-lockdown-40-2149703.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/may/29/covid-19-deaths-per-million-in-mumbai-ahmedabad-more-than-25-times-the-national-average-2149700.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/may/29/dd-news-shifts-operations-to-khelgaon-after-employee-tests-positive-for-covid-19-posthumously-2149695.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/live/2020/may/28/covid-19-live--railways-asks-passengers-with-comorbidities-not-to-travel-two-floors-of-parliament-an-2149056.html


5/29/2020 Craving alcohol amid lockdown, two TN men die after drinking aftershave mixed with soda- The New Indian Express

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/apr/04/craving-alcohol-amid-lockdown-two-tn-men-die-after-drinking-af… 7/9

Death toll due to cyclone 'Amphan' in West Bengal now 98: CM Mamata Banerjee

Astrologer Bejan Daruwala passes away in Ahmedabad

COVID-19 infects 206 healthcare workers at AIIMS-Delhi

ADVERTISEMENT

More From The Section

Citing right to religious practices, Madras HC rejects plea against breaking coconuts on
devotees' heads

COVID-19: Recovery rate highest in Tamil Nadu, says CM Edappadi Palaniswami; slams
Opposition

Meat found outside two temples in Tamil Nadu's Coimbatore causes tension

Power Bill against federalism, DMK tells PM Modi to halt move

Free online coaching for Tamil Nadu NEET aspirants from June 15

IndiGo passenger who took Bengaluru-Madurai flight tests positive for COVID-19

ADVERTISEMENT

Videos

Cases 165799

Deaths 4706

Recovered 71106

LATEST UPDATES

COVID 19 

India

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/may/29/death-toll-due-to-cyclone-amphan-in-west-bengal-now-98-cm-mamata-banerjee-2149691.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/may/29/astrologer-bejan-daruwala-passes-away-in-ahmedabad-2149690.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/delhi/2020/may/29/covid-19-infects-206-healthcare-workers-at-aiims-delhi-2149687.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/29/citing-right-to-religious-practices-madras-hc-rejects-plea-against-breaking-coconuts-on-devotees-h-2149729.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/29/citing-right-to-religious-practices-madras-hc-rejects-plea-against-breaking-coconuts-on-devotees-h-2149729.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/29/covid-19-recovery-rate-highest-in-tamil-nadu-says-cm-edappadi-palaniswami-slams-opposition-2149646.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/29/covid-19-recovery-rate-highest-in-tamil-nadu-says-cm-edappadi-palaniswami-slams-opposition-2149646.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/29/meat-found-outside-two-temples-in-tamil-nadus-coimbatore-causes-tension-2149641.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/29/meat-found-outside-two-temples-in-tamil-nadus-coimbatore-causes-tension-2149641.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/28/power-bill-against-federalism-dmk-tells-pm-modi-to-halt-move-2149238.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/28/power-bill-against-federalism-dmk-tells-pm-modi-to-halt-move-2149238.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/28/free-online-coaching-for-tamil-nadu-neet-aspirants-from-june-15-2149132.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/28/free-online-coaching-for-tamil-nadu-neet-aspirants-from-june-15-2149132.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/28/indigo-passenger-who-took-bengaluru-madurai-flight-tests-positive-for-covid-19-2149123.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/may/28/indigo-passenger-who-took-bengaluru-madurai-flight-tests-positive-for-covid-19-2149123.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos
https://www.newindianexpress.com/live/2020/may/28/covid-19-live--railways-asks-passengers-with-comorbidities-not-to-travel-two-floors-of-parliament-an-2149056.html


5/29/2020 Craving alcohol amid lockdown, two TN men die after drinking aftershave mixed with soda- The New Indian Express

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/apr/04/craving-alcohol-amid-lockdown-two-tn-men-die-after-drinking-af… 8/9

US condemns death of George Floyd, violent
protests continue across the country

Sachin Pilot: Not enough was done by Delhi to
help states fight Coronavirus

Gallery

Cases 165799

Deaths 4706

Recovered 71106

LATEST UPDATES

COVID 19 

India

https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-world/2020/may/29/us-condemns-death-of-george-floyd-violent-protests-continue-across-the-country-108480.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-world/2020/may/29/us-condemns-death-of-george-floyd-violent-protests-continue-across-the-country-108480.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-nation/2020/may/28/sachin-pilot-not-enough-was-done-by-delhi-to-help-states-fight-coronavirus-108479.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/videos/videos-nation/2020/may/28/sachin-pilot-not-enough-was-done-by-delhi-to-help-states-fight-coronavirus-108479.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/galleries
https://www.newindianexpress.com/live/2020/may/28/covid-19-live--railways-asks-passengers-with-comorbidities-not-to-travel-two-floors-of-parliament-an-2149056.html


5/29/2020 Craving alcohol amid lockdown, two TN men die after drinking aftershave mixed with soda- The New Indian Express

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/apr/04/craving-alcohol-amid-lockdown-two-tn-men-die-after-drinking-af… 9/9

RIP Ajit Jogi: The IAS officer who went on to
become Chhattisgarh's first chief minister

5 years of Premam: Best scenes from the Nivin
Pauly-Sai Pallavi romantic hit that we all love to
rewatch

 Trending

50 per cent of Indian population could be COVID-19 infected by December: NIMHANS
Neurovirology head

Supreme Court to hear on June 2 plea seeking replacement of word India with 'Bharat'

Lockdown 4.0: Actor Sonu Sood flies 167 migrant workers from Kerala to Odisha via chartered
flight

Priest offers 52-year-old man as 'sacrifice' for goddess to keep coronavirus at bay

Gaffe: Red faces in MHA as whiskey photo uploaded on it's official Facebook page

FOLLOW US      

Copyright - newindianexpress.com 2020

The Morning Standard | Dinamani | Kannada Prabha | Samakalika Malayalam | Indulgexpress |
Edex Live | Cinema Express | Event Xpress

Contact Us | About Us | Careers | Privacy Policy | Search | Terms of Use | Advertise With Us

Home | Nation | World | Cities | Business | Columns | Entertainment | Sport | Magazine | The
Sunday Standard

Cases 165799

Deaths 4706

Recovered 71106

LATEST UPDATES

COVID 19 

India

https://www.newindianexpress.com/galleries/nation/2020/may/29/rip-ajit-jogi-the-ias-officer-who-went-on-to-become-chhattisgarhs-first-chief-minister-102879.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/galleries/nation/2020/may/29/rip-ajit-jogi-the-ias-officer-who-went-on-to-become-chhattisgarhs-first-chief-minister-102879.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/galleries/entertainment/2020/may/29/5-years-of-premam-best-scenes-from-the-nivin-pauly-sai-pallavi-romantic-hit-that-we-all-love-to-rew-102878.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/galleries/entertainment/2020/may/29/5-years-of-premam-best-scenes-from-the-nivin-pauly-sai-pallavi-romantic-hit-that-we-all-love-to-rew-102878.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/2020/may/28/50-per-cent-of-indian-population-could-be-covid-19-infected-by-december-nimhans-neurovirology-head-2148985.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/may/29/supreme-court-to-hear-on-june-2-plea-seeking-replacement-of-word-india-with-bharat-2149656.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/2020/may/29/lockdown-40-actor-sonu-sood-flies-150-women-workers-from-kerala-to-odisha-via-chartered-flight-2149561.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/may/28/priest-offers-52-year-old-man-as-sacrifice-for-goddess-to-keep-coronavirus-at-bay-2149163.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/may/29/gaffe-red-faces-in-mha-as-whiskey-photo-uploaded-2149421.html
https://www.facebook.com/thenewindianxpress
https://twitter.com/NewIndianXpress
https://www.pinterest.com/newindianexpres
https://instagram.com/newindianexpress/
https://www.youtube.com/user/thenewindianxpress
https://www.newindianexpress.com/rss
https://epaper.morningstandard.in/
https://www.dinamani.com/
https://www.kannadaprabha.com/
https://www.samakalikamalayalam.com/
https://www.indulgexpress.com/
https://www.edexlive.com/
https://www.cinemaexpress.com/
http://www.eventxpress.com/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/contact-us
https://www.newindianexpress.com/about-us
https://www.newindianexpress.com/careers
https://www.newindianexpress.com/privacy-policy
https://www.newindianexpress.com/topic
https://www.newindianexpress.com/terms-of-use
https://www.newindianexpress.com/advertise-with-us
https://www.newindianexpress.com/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities
https://www.newindianexpress.com/business
https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/columns
https://www.newindianexpress.com/entertainment
https://www.newindianexpress.com/sport
https://www.newindianexpress.com/magazine
https://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard
https://www.newindianexpress.com/live/2020/may/28/covid-19-live--railways-asks-passengers-with-comorbidities-not-to-travel-two-floors-of-parliament-an-2149056.html

