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get tested for COVID-19
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

In a 11-point advertisement, Valentis Cancer Hospital, which promotes itself as the only
cancer specialty hospital in western Uttar Pradesh, held the religious congregation in
Delhi responsible for the spread of virus in the country.

A private cancer hospital in Meerut has issued an advertisement in a Hindi daily appealing Muslim
patients to come to the hospital only after getting themselves and their attendant tested for
COVID-19.
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In the 11-point advertisement, Valentis Cancer Hospital, which promotes itself as the only cancer
specialty hospital in western Uttar Pradesh, held the religious congregation in Delhi responsible
for the spread of virus in the country. It also chastised a section of the community for misbehaving
with the health professionals.

Also read: Coronavirus | Centre concerned over polarisation on religious lines

The quarter-page advertisement in Dainik Jagran, dated April 17, further said that in case of an
emergency, the hospital will send the samples of the patient and the attendant for testing and will
be charged ₹4,500 each.

A day later, the hospital issued another advertisement in the same paper where it regretted if the
first advertisement hurt the feelings of any community. Locals said the regret was primarily
directed towards the Jain community, as a point in the April 17 advertisement described the
community as ‘miserly’ and appealed to them to contribute to the PM-CARES Fund.

Chief Medical Officer Jaiprakash told The Hindu that he has issued a notice to the hospital. The
notice says that in a secular country such kind of discrimination could not be accepted. If the
hospital doesn’t give a credible response, its registration could be cancelled.”

Later, Senior Superintendent of Police Ajay Sahni told reporters that an FIR has been registered
against the management of the hospital for hurting the sentiments of a community. "It has come to
our notice that material published by the newspapers has hurt the sentiments of a community. We
are investigating the case," he said.  

The incident was not covered in local newspapers. “Nobody wants to give up on the advertisement.
This advertisement might have been carried in one newspaper but the hospital gives ads to almost
all the local newspapers. Nobody would report it until an FIR is lodged,” said a local journalist,
requesting anonymity.

A letter from the Editor
Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have a
request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.
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