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5/29/2020 Anantkumar Hegde's Twitter account locked - The Hindu
Twitter India has locked Bharatiya Janata Party MP from Uttara Kannada and former Union
Minister Anantkumar Hegde’s account, over tweets that “violate Twitter norms” and has asked
him to delete those tweets to unlock it.

Mr. Hegde, in a press statement, said the action by Twitter was over his tweets that “reveal
explicitly the modus operandi and hidden agenda of Tablighi Jamaat movement within India and
around the world.” The MP, known for his controversial and communal comments, recently wrote
atwo-partarticle — “Islam Politics” and “Are Tablighis carrying out Virus Jihad?” — alleging a
conspiracy by Tablighi Jamaat to spread COVID-19 not only in India but around the world as well.
He has also accused the Jamaat of involvement in several terror attacks around the world over the
last 40 years. The two-part series has been published on his personal website and their links
published on Twitter.

Following his account being locked, Mr. Hegde said he was “least bothered about the Twitter
account that has now been blocked” and that he “would never delete his tweet and stands firm on
the statement.”

Meanwhile, he alleged that the action by Twitter was motivated. He said he haslodged a complaint
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah about an opinion poll
for areferendum on Khalistan, a separate Punjab, being promoted as an advertisement on Twitter.

A letter from the Editor

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we havea
request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.
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