
5/29/2020 Video | ‘Abused in Hospital on Basis of Religion’: Pregnant Woman Accused of Spreading COVID-19 Loses Child

https://www.thequint.com/coronavirus/jharkhand-pregnant-muslim-woman-told-to-clean-blood-loses-child-alleges-discrimination-on-… 1/4

Login

fb t f w

SHARE, SAVE, COMMENT COMMENT

0

CORONAVIRUS

THE QUINT

UPDATED: 21 APR 2020, 01:52 PM IST

‘Abused in Hosp on Basis of Religion’: Pregnant Woman
Loses Child

Video Producer: Shohini Bose
Video Editor: Ashutosh Bhardwaj

A pregnant and bleeding woman, accused of spreading
coronavirus, was asked to clean her own blood at a hospital
in Jharkhand’s Jamshedpur. The incident culminated in the
woman losing her child.
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The aforementioned woman, Rizwana Khatun, said she had started
bleeding on Thursday, 16 April, following which she rushed to the
MGM Hospital. She has now written a letter to the Chief Minister of
Jharkhand, Hemant Soren.
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‘Abused on the Basis of My Religion’: Rizwana
Khatun
Rizwana, in her letter, has alleged that she was abused on the lines of
her religion at the MGM hospital. She has also accused the hospital
authorities of ignorance, stating that had they taken timely action, her
child could’ve been saved.

“When I reached MGM hospital, I was still bleeding. The hospital staff
abused me on the lines of my religion and I was asked to wipe the
blood. I was beaten up with slippers. I was shocked and rushed to a
nursing home. There I was told that my child had died.”
Rizwana Khatun in her letter to CM Hemant Soren
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Also Read : ‘What Break? We Barely Use the Loo’: Medics at a COVID
Ward in UP

‘Didn’t Have Enough Money to Take Her to a
Private Clinic’: Rizwana’s Mother
The Quint reached out to Khatun’s mother, Razia who accompanied
her to the hospital. “We didn’t have enough money to take my
daughter to a private clinic and hence we took her to MGM. There they
asked me and my elder daughter to sit outside as they took Rizwana
inside the ward. After some time, a nurse asked to bring a cloth. We
had no idea why were we being asked to arrange for a cloth,” she said.

“We had no idea what was happening with her and then we suddenly
heard her crying. We went inside and saw Rizwana in terrible pain. She
asked us to take her away. When we started taking her away, hospital
staff asked us to clean the blood.”
Rizwana Khatun’s mother to The Quint
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She also accused the hospital staff of discriminating against them on
the basis of religion. “After they heard our name, they told us that we
are the ones spreading coronavirus,” she said.

The Jharkhand Police has taken cognisance of the incident.
“Investigation into the matter is underway and it’s too soon to say
anything,” Jharkhand DC told The Quint.

Also Read : Migrant Workers Not ‘Escaping’, Society Failed Them:
Goonj Founder

We'll get through this! Meanwhile, here's all you need to know about the
Coronavirus outbreak to keep yourself safe, informed, and updated.
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Follow our Coronavirus section for more stories.
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Woman Found Dead at Muzaffarpur Stn; Police, Kin Differ Over
Cause

‘Shocking & Unfortunate’: Patna HC on Death of Woman at Station

Man Kills 9 in Telangana, Dumps Them in Well to Cover Up a
Murder
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